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976 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

PAGAN VERSUS CHRISTIAN ETHICS 

Sib, — It is disconcerting, to say the least, to read in Mr. Edwin Davies 
Schoonmaker's article, "Constantinople — and Then?", in the April number 
of your Review, that a Power with which we are allied will probably avoid 
the keeping of its solemn promise to Russia as regards Constantinople. Is 
this to develop another "scrap of paper" incident? In this connection 
I am reminded that ethical standards vary. There is a quotation from the 
Psalms that reads like this: 

Lord, who shall dwell In thy tabernacle, or who shall rest upon thy holy 
bill? . . . 

He that sweareth to his neighbor and dlsappolnteth him not, though It 
were to his own hindrance. 

But note the following from De Officiis: 

Nam promlssa igitur servanda sunt ea, quae slnt Us, quibus promlserls, 
lnutllia, nee, si plus tibl ea noceant quam ill! proslnt, cui promlserls, contra 
officium est mains anteponl minor!. . . . lam Wis promlssls standum 
non esse quls non vldet, quae coactus quls metu quae deceptus dolo 
promlserit? 

But one may doubt, in reading De Officiis, that even a pagan would 
justify such a breach of faith as Mr. Schoonmaker assumes a Christian 
nation would make almost as a matter of course. 

Elbert B. Holmes. 
St. Ann's Rectory, 
Richford, Vt. 



A FANTASTIC ASCRIPTION 

Sir, — Whenever I pick up The North American Review, I do so with 
a feeling that I shall surely find therein many things worth while to read. 
Perhaps it is because of that feeling that I am moved to protest or to ask 
how is it possible for you to accept such an article as that entitled " What 
are the Churches to do? " which appeared in a recent issue of your magazine? 
I do not mind such slush appearing in some magazines with which we are 
afflicted, for in the latter case one can always find relief by dropping the 
magazine in the waste-basket. 

I object to the article in question for two reasons. In the first place, 
it is an insult to Catholics, and you should not permit your magazine to be 
used as a means to insult the center of Catholic worship — the Mass — which 
has been believed in by the majority of Christians in every age, by scientists 
and men of prof oundest learning, as well as by the uneducated. The beliefs 
expressed by the writer are as closely allied to Confucianism as they are to 
Christianity, for the writer apparently disbelieves in every fundamental 
doctrine of Christianity. Why select a writer to descant on a subject in 
which he does not believe? Would you do that if you wanted an article 
on electricity? 

b. b. hoerigan. 

Walla Walla, Wash. 

[We are unable to understand how it is possible to see, in an article so 
evidently inspired by a deep love of religious truth as was Dr. McConnell's, 



